
John Martindale Speechly, the first Bishop of
Travancore and Cochin, was a tireless steward in the
Lord’s vineyard. Born on 13 November 1836 in
Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, Speechly was educated
at St John's College, Cambridge, and ordained in
1860.  In 1862 he reached India as a missionary of
Church Missionary Society and was stationed at
Kunnamkulam until 1863 when he became the
Principal of the Cambridge Nicholson Institute at
Kottayam. He was consecrated as bishop in 1879.  His
tenure as the Bishop of the Diocese of Central
Travancore witnessed rapid spiritual growth in this
part of the country. The number of parishes increased
by leaps and bounds within a short span of time. The
devastating floods of 1882 brought out the best in the
Bishop. With indomitable will and unflinching faith,
the benevolent Bishop provided the much-needed
healing touch to many in distress. He returned to
England and died on 22 January 1898. He is buried at
Whittlesey Cemetery. Generations remember him for
his service to humanity. Bishop Speechly College for
Advanced Studies and Bishop Speechly Vidyapeet, on
the Buchanan Campus, Pallom, stand as memorial to
this noble shepherd who tended the sheep under his
care with a rare warmth of love. 
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Bishop Speechly College is founded with the noble
vision that education is a transformational experience
where students learn, interact, engage in activities, and
enjoy. The college strives towards integrating curricular
and extracurricular activities to transform young minds
into complete human beings, fruitful in their chosen
paths. The institution employs learner-centric pedagogy
to impart cutting edge information and insights. The
curriculum is designed to equip students to become
responsible professionals, entrepreneurs, and citizens.
Internships, industry visits, and field work provide ample
opportunities for experiential learning. Add-on courses
target promotion of integrated skills besides domain
knowledge. Interactions with corporate luminaries help
to foster professional relationships and career
connections. Further exposure is ensured by organizing
seminars and workshops in tune with current trends. The
academic experience at Speechly empowers to think
differently and creatively, develop social skills, connect
with real life, and provides opportunities for personal
aggrandizement with social commitment.
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Closing Prayer
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Programme 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

An ocean of glory reverberates from the
vibrant facets of Kerala as we reflect on the
contributions of Christian missionaries to
the promotion of education and culture.
Remembering them with gratitude will be a
fitting tribute to the great minds who
transformed the spiritual terrain of the
State.    It is our proud privilege to invite you
to the Bishop Speechly Memorial Lecture
2024, hosted by Bishop Speechly College for
Advanced Studies, Pallom, on 27 February
2024. The programme, presided over by
Rt Rev. Dr Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian, the
Manager of the College, is scheduled to
commence at 2.00 p.m. in the Buchanan
Auditorium on the campus. Sri. Jiji Thomson
IAS, former Chief Secretary of Kerala, will
deliver the memorial lecture on Changing
Kerala: Education and Culture.

We solicit your esteemed presence on the
occasion. 

Rt Rev. Dr Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian
Manager

    Rev. Saji K. Sam                Dr Asha Susan Jacob

Bursar                                      Principal
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